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NEH Collaborative Research program
Program has been around since 1997 with 547 funded projects, 
including 9 in Mississippi, and 1 at UM.
• supports groups of two or more scholars to on sustained, 
full- or part-time activites over 1-3 year project periods to
• work on a long-term scholarly enterprise (from webinar)




• manuscript prep for collaborative publications





According to the National Foundation on the Arts and the 
Humanities Act of 1965, “The term ‘humanities’ includes, but is 
not limited to, the study of the following: language, both modern 
and classical; linguistics; literature; history; jurisprudence; 
philosophy; archaeology; comparative religion; ethics; the 
history, criticism and theory of the arts; those aspects of the 
social sciences which have humanistic content and employ 
humanistic methods; and the study and application of the 
humanities to the human environment with particular 
attention to reflecting our diverse heritage, traditions, and 
history and to the relevance of the humanities to the current 





• Single field of study, OR
• Across discplines 
• Parnerships with natural science or social science 
reserachers is encouraged (not required)






• 10/07/21: (Optional) 1-page drafts to NEH (latest)
- Use the template provided!
- NEH has recently resumed this offering.
- will comment on the ”fit”; point out concerns
• 10/21/21: (Optional) IDRUM Strike Team apps 
due to ORSP RD for 2021 submissions
• 11/12/21: Budget should be finalized
• 11/19/21: Transmittals to ORSP
• 12/01/21: Proposals due to NEH
• Aug 2022: Funding decisions announced
• 10/01/22: Earliest project start date





• Estimated # Awards: 20 grants (but, only 11 last year)
• Total Funding: $2.5M
• Duration: up to 3 years (depending on type)
• May be renewed (from webinar)
• Award Amounts
• Planning International Collaborations: up to $25,000
• Conferences: up to $100,000
• Manuscript Preparation: up to $250,000




Period of Performance 
• Planning International Collaborations: 6 – 12 months
• Conferences: up to 2 years
• Manuscript Preparation: 1 to 3 years




Program encourages projects that
• propose diverse approaches to topics
• incorporate multiple points of view
• explore new avenues of inquiry in the humanities
• will lead to manuscripts for print publication OR





• Scholars may come from ONE INSTITUTION or MULTIPLE 
INSTITUTIONS
• INTERNATIONAL collaborations are ENCOURAGED




Tangible and Sustainable Outcomes
• for completion DURING or BEYOND performance period
• May include (but are not limited to)
• co-authored or multi-authored books
• born-digital publications
• themed issues of peer reviewed journals
• a series of peer-reviewed articles in academic journals 
OR






• address at least one humanities-related research question 
AND





• Funding is allowable for sustained activities conducted by the 
collaborators during the project period
• Allowable Costs include, but are not limited to:
• salary replacement 
• compensation of collaborators, consultants, and 
research assistants
• fringe benefits
• travel, lodging, and per-diem costs for workshop and 
conference participants
• Some of these latter costs MAY be PARTICIPANT 
SUPPORT COSTS and therefore not subject to F&A 





• Planning International Collaborations
• Conferences
• Manuscript Preparation




• Proposals must identitfy one project category for funding
• even if that project is part of a complex research agenda
that includes other project types or multiple stages
• Follow-up applications for subsequent stages of the same 
project are permitted.
Relationship between Funding Categories
• Planning International Collaborations projects, &
• Conference projects
• Manuscript Preparation proposals , or




… may lead to …
(but are not required for)
(and may not be used to pay for the development of later)
Planning International Collaborations
Up to $25,000 for projects of 6 to 12 months
Examples of funded activites include, but not limited to:
• Research time to correspond and exchange 
ideas via video conferencing
• joint travel for by collaborators to a relevant 
site, archive, library, or collection to investigate 
a project’s feasibility
• Convening exploratory workshops or working 
group meetings for collaborators
• completing a written research and future 
publication plan Office ofResearch and 
Sponsored Programs
Planning International Collaborations
Examples of primary products include, but are not limited to:
• A written plan for collabortive research 
activities and future publication or digital 
scholarly projects
• workshop livestreams or recordings
• web-posted papers





Up to $50,000 per year for projects of up to 2 years
• Supports a single scholary conference, symposium, 
or seminar that is open to an intellectual 
community broader than the invited attendees
• to gather participants (virtually or in person) to 
sharpen an already established collaborative 
research topic, &
• plan subsequent print products or sholarly digital 
products





• should be widely advertised
• should include a variety of scholars 





Typical funding requests include, but are not limited to:
• compensation for the organizing scholar(s)
• travel, per diem, accommodation, and 
honoraria for conference presenters





Attendance at the conference must be free of charge.
Conferences
Period of Performance:
• if “just hosting” a conerence, period of performance 
for hosting a scholarly conference, symposium, or 
seminar is 1 year or less
• If you want to add phase to publish conference 
papers, you may request a two-year grant
• Activies during the second year are limited to the 






Examples of primary products include, but are not limited to:
• livestreamed (or recorded video of) conference
• web-posted papers
• preparation of conference papers for subsequent 
edited volumes or peer-reviewed articles




Manuscript Preparation (formerly “Publication”)
• co- or multi-authored monographs and edited 
volumes
• a series of peer-reviewed articles




Supports the completion of collaborative manuscripts in 
preparation for print publication.
Examples include but are not limited to:
Manuscript Preparation
Typical funding requests include, but are not limited to:
• time/compensation (salary replacement) for the 
research and writing time
• joint travel for by collaborators to a relevant site, 
archive, library, or collection to conduct research
• compensation for consultants
• submission to a publisher is expected by the end of 
the grant, but there is NOT an expectation to have 
an agreement with the publisher at application time 





Funding Limits and Project Period
• up to $250,000 total
• up to three years
• up to $100K/year for 1st and 2nd year
• up to $50K for the 3rd year




Does NOT support in-person convenings
Scholarly Digital Products
• must address at least one significant explicitly-stated 
humanities research question
• must include humanities interpretation and serve an 
intellectual community beyond the collaborator group
• may involve one or more humanities scholars collaborating 
with digital humanities specialsts, librarians, or archivists
to prepare a digital publication or proudct using using pre-













Scholarly resources and tools include but are not limited to:
Scholarly Digital Products
Funding Limits and Project Period
• up to $250,000 total
• 1 to 3 years
• up to $100K/year for 1st and 2nd year
• up to $50K for the 3rd year





Typical funding requests include, but are not limited to:
• time/compensation (salary replacement) to 
conduct research, write, and build the digitial 
product
• joint travel for by collaborators to a relevant site, 
archive, library, or collection to conduct research




Designating Project Directors and Co-Directors
• The Project Director is responsible for the programmatic 
aspects and day-to-day management of the project.
• Generally, the lead scholar on the project
• Project Directors must be scholars, not administrators
• Project Directors must hold a terminal degree
• Project Directors must demonstrate (through publications, 
presentations, & experience) ability to carry out project
• Project Director will be from the Applicant Institution
• Other scholars who may/may not be affiliated w/ the applicant 
institution can be designated as collaborating scholars
• All apps must include at least 1 collaborating scholar in 
addition to the director
• some of whom CAN be designated as co-directors
Designating Project Directors and Co-Directors
• Members of the project team (including the director) need NOT 
be U.S. citizens, so long as applicant institution is eligible 
• International Collaborations:
• Required for Planning International Collaboration awards
• Encouraged for other award types
• Must maintain equitible balance between:
• scholars at U.S. institutions, and
• scholars at non-U.S. institutions
• Degree candidates:
• Must not be director, co-director, or a sole collaborator




Designating Project Directors and Co-Directors
• An individual may serve as the Director or co-Director of only 
one Collaborative Research Award at a time
• An individual may also not be the Director or co-director to 
more than one application to the program per competition
• Project directors, co-directors, and collaborators of funded 
Collaborative Research applications must not hold full-time 
awards from the NEH Division of Research Programs—for 





Compose a narrative that provides a comprehensive description 
of your proposed project. Your narrative should be succinct, well 
organized, and free of technical terms and jargon so that peer 
reviewers can understand the proposed project.






• Signifiicance and Impact
• Substance and Context
• Methods and Execution
• History of Project and its Productivity
• Collaboration
• Work Plan










Your Budget will include both Direct Costs and 















Awards for THIS PROGRAM may NOT be used for the following, some
of which might be fundable through OTHER NEH programs however:
• projects undertaken by individuals without collaboration
• creation of scholarly editions or translations in print or 
digital form; anthologies of previously published materials
• projects for which the primary goal is to create new 
collections, digitize existing collections, or create 
inventories or catalogs of collections
• projects that mainly seek the development and testing of 






Awards may NOT be used for:
• creation of textbooks
• education projects that propose the development of 
curricula, teaching methods or theories, or educational or 
technical impact assessments
• professional development or training
• costs associated with regularly occurring meetings of 
professional or scholarly organizations, societies, or 
institutions





Awards may NOT be used for the following:
• preparing a subsequent NEH grant application
• receptions
• planning or putting on exhibitions
• planning or production of documentary films
• equipment





Awards may NOT be used for these (ever/any program) :
• promotion of a particular political, religious, or ideological 
point of view
• advocacy of a particular program of social or political action
• support of specific public policies or legislation
• lobbying
• projects that fall outside of the humanities and the 
humanistic social sciences (including the creation or 
performance of art; creative writing, autobiographies, 
memoirs, and creative nonfiction; and quantitative social 





• Sub-awards to non-U.S. institutions are NOT allowed
• However, U.S. institutions CAN obtain the services of 
foreign individuals and consultants to carry out 
various programs on a fee-for-service basis
• Vendor contracts (such as in-country transportation) 









Previously Funded Projects in Mississippi
Previously Funded Projects in Mississippi
The Application
• Submitted into Grants.gov
• PI will need a Grants.gov account
• List of Application Components (p.8); Lobbying Forms, Attachments 7 
& 9 are not required
• Note page limits and formatting instructions
• For Travel, all trips must be justified individually in the Budget 
Justification (p. 14-15)
• No travel to professional meetings allowed
• Equipment is not allowed
• Direct charging administrative personnel is typically not allowed
• See specific instructions about budgeting publication costs (p. 16)

Oct 7, 2021 Deadline
UM designated research administrator *
* If you request and are approved for an  IDRUM Strike Team, Kendra Sampey will provide proposal 
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